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New Agriculture Policy

“Kilimo Kwanza”’

and agricultural transformation in Tanzania

: Problems and Prospects
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Since its independence in 1961 Tanzania has been grappling with
transforming its agriculture which is the mainstay of the majority of the
population. Attempts to change its agriculture that followed immediately after
independence failed miserably. These were replaced by the home grown
agriculture for self-reliance under Arusha Declaration (Azimio la Arusha)
during the era of Ujamaa Socialism. Despite its good intension. this latter was
also unable to transform agriculture. Structural Adjustment Programmes
of the 1980s and liberalization (and privatization) that followed (1990s)
did not help matters in terms of changing agriculture production in Tanzania.
Today agriculture in Tanzania continues to rely on simple technology and
the rural areas where it is undertaken continue to be the most backward.
Of late the country has come up with a new attempt to achieving agricultural
transformation in “Kilimo Kwanza’ policy. The presentation critically looks at
the current attempt i.e. “Kilimo Kwanza” with a view of gauging its departure

from earlier attempts, anticipated challenges, problems and prospects.
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